
 

 

 

 

 

Reading at Hollin 

 

At Hollin Primary School we are proud to offer our pupils a text rich learning 

environment where imagination and creativity can be fuelled. Through our rigorous 

phonics curriculum, we ensure pupils develop the skills and knowledge they need to 

develop as confident readers, who have a love of books.  

By sharing fantastic stories, rhymes, poems and nonfiction books, pupils can 

appreciate and listen to texts which they would not be able to experience reading 

themselves. We recognise that pupils who read well are more likely to write 

imaginatively. 

Throughout school, from Nursery to Year 6, a love of reading is fostered. Every 

classroom has its own bespoke reading area, carefully designed to engage and 

motivate our pupils. Teachers choose books to share with their classes to inspire 

and excite them, to develop vocabulary and a love of stories. Staff are well trained in 

the teaching of phonics and reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Reading 

Nursery  

In Nursery, our experienced nursery teacher offers many opportunities to develop 

those important listening and attention skills, which later contribute to early reading 

skills.  

 

Reception 

In Reception, pupils begin our adopted systematic, synthetic phonics programme – 

Read, Write, Inc. (RWI) Phonics is taught on a daily basis.  

Pupils begin by learning set 1 sounds, followed by set 2 sounds later in the year. The 

RWI programme offer a mnemonic and it is used to teach letter formation and 

provide a stimulus to remember the grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs). 

Pupils are encouraged to ‘Fred talk’ to apply their knowledge of GPCs to 

independently decode words. Each class in the Early Years and Key Stage One has 

their own ‘Fred the frog’ character toy.  

At the beginning of their RWI journey, pupils are given their own ‘sound bag’ to take 

home, and as new GPCs are learnt in school, they are added to the ‘sound bags’.  

Pupils in Reception, also begin learning to read common exception words. We call 

these red words as they cannot be phonetically decoded or ‘Fred talked’. These 

words are learnt by sight and built on throughout the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 

In Year 1, pupils continue with our RWI phonics programme. Phonics is taught on a 

daily basis. At the beginning of the year, pupils are assessed using our RWI 

assessment tool and our experienced teachers plan accordingly. GPCs that pupils 

learnt in Reception, are revisited and consolidated before pupils are introduced to set 

3 sounds.  

In the summer term, pupils in Year 1 are required to undertake the national phonics 

screening, where they are required to read a selection of decodable words. Some 

words are real and some are pseudo (not real). We call the pseudo words ‘Alien 

words’.  

Pupils in Year 1, also continue to build their bank of common exception words. 

These words are learnt by sight and built on throughout the year.  

 

Year 2 

In year 2, pupils who have not passed the phonics screening are targeted for 

additional RWI phonics intervention.  

Pupils in year 2 are usually well on their way to becoming fluent readers and are 

beginning to develop their understanding of what they are reading further. Teachers 

have received training in using Reading Rocketeers and this is used as a whole 

class approach to develop reading comprehension. Teachers have also been trained 

in using Read Write Perform (RWP) packs and resource packs purchased. This has 

introduced skills of skimming and scanning to Year 2 pupils. 

 

Early reading home reading books 

At Hollin, from Reception to Year 2, our pupils are regularly assessed using the 

Read, Write, Inc assessment tool, to ensure that our pupils are reading books that 

are matched to their decoding ability.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading in Key Stage Two 

In Key Stage Two (KS2), any pupils who are identified as needing additional support 

in reading skills, will be taught to read words through a precision teach model. The 

precision teach model is delivered as a targeted intervention.  

In Year 3, Reading Rocketeers is initially used as a whole class reading activity to 

develop reading comprehension skills, but later in the year, it is used as a reading 

intervention to support pupils who need support in developing skills of inference and 

deduction.  

From Year 3 upwards pupils are able to access the Accelerated Reading Scheme. 

This allows pupils to choose from a wide range of books at an appropriate level. 

Pupils are assessed initially using a STAR test. This determines the correct level for 

pupils to access. Pupils select books from the appropriate level and then take a short 

test online to assess their understanding of the text.  

 

Throughout school, teachers continue to read aloud to pupils to foster their love of 

books. They choose books as a focus, which enable us to develop vocabulary and 

understanding of the written word.  

At Hollin Primary, we frequently receive pupils who are new to the country or who 

have a limited understanding of English. They are supported to learn reading skills 

and catch up as quickly as possible.  

 

Over the last few years at Hollin, there has been a strong focus on raising the profile 

of reading. This has included a considerable investment in books for class reading 

areas and the accelerated reading scheme.  

More recently, we have invested in a large selection of home reading books across 

school. Decodable books, in line with our RWI phonics programme, have been 

purchased for book bands Red-Gold. Additionally, new home reading books for book 

bands White-Sapphire have been purchased and circulated within the book bands 

boxes, located in Key Stage Two.  

 

Through pupil voice questionnaires, we continually look for the best ways in which to 

develop and support reading for our pupils.  


